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April 6, 2020
Re: U.S. ARMED MOBILIZATION AND WARMONGERING IN LATIN AMERICA

Dear Secretary of State Pompeo and Honorable Members of the United States House
Committee on Foreign Affairs:

On March 23, 2020, United Nations Secretary General Antonio Guterres urged for
an “immediate global ceasefire in all corners of the world” in support of a larger battle
against COVID-19 — a common enemy now threatening all of human kind. Guterres stated:
“The fury of the virus illustrates the folly of war... It is time to put armed conflict on
lockdown and focus together on the true fight of our lives... End the sickness of war and
fight the disease that is ravaging our world.”' According to the World Health Organization,
there are over 1,056,159 cases worldwide with over 57, 206 confirmed deaths, reaching 208
countries to date.” The United States alone is the current epicenter of the virus with at least
241,703 confirmed cases of COVID-19. While the efforts of the United States government
should be focused on addressing this public health crisis rather than warmongering, the
United States has nevertheless decided to move forward with military mobilizations that
threaten the welfare of the US and the Latin American region.

The United States government rather than promoting global solidarity, has chosen
the dangerous path of inciting armed conflict through its recent mobilization and tour de
force in Latin America with an eye towards specifically destabilizing the Venezuelan
government and seeking regime change under the pretext of increasing “anti-narcotic”
operations at a time when the world is focused on responding to a global pandemic due to
COVID-19.

On April 1, 2020, President Trump announced during a Coronavirus Press Briefing,
that the United States would be launching “enhanced counter-narcotics operations in the
Western Hemisphere to protect the American people from the deadly scourge of illegal
narcotics” and stated that:

“In cooperation with the 22 partner nations, U.S. Southern
Command will increase surveillance, disruption, and seizures of
drug shipments and provide additional support for eradication

L UN News, “COVID-19: UN chief calls for global ceasefire to focus on the ‘true fight of our
lives.””” March 23, 2020. https://news.un.org/en/story/2020/03/1059972

2 World Health Organization, Coronavirus disease outbreak situation. April 4, 2020.
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019




efforts which are going on right now at a record pace. We’re
deploying additional Navy destroyers, combat ships, aircraft, and
helicopters; Coast Guard cutters; and Air Force surveillance
aircraft, doubling our capabilities in the region.™

On April 2, 2020, world news sources reported US military deployment of warships
to the Caribbean to stop illegal drugs. This announcement came two days after Secretary of
State Pompeo offered to lift crippling sanctions against Venezuela if President Nicolas
Maduro would agree to a power-sharing agreement, which was ultimately rejected.

There have been alarming reports on April 3 and April 4, 2020, from different news
outlets in Colombia as well as social media sources, have shown videos of armed force
mobilization in Colombia along the border with Venezuela, in Northern Santander and
Cucuta, some of which seem to indicate United States involvement. Although the
Colombian military has stated such movements are part of “anti-narcotic” exercises and
deny any foreign military involvement, unanswered questions remain as to the current
presence of the United States military in Colombia and the region.

What is brewing is a perfect storm for armed conflict incited by United States
interventionism and armed mobilization in the region. An armed conflict between the
United States and Venezuela, with backing from Colombia for the US, would not only end
in a regional conflict, but holds broader implications for a possible transnational conflict. In
addition, any conflict involving nations of Latin America would effectively disable the
Venezuelan and/or Colombian governments from adequately addressing the wellbeing of
their citizens due to the world health catastrophe of COVID-19.

Such actions of the United States government are in direct violation of international
law and the United Nations and Organization of American States (OAS) Charters — both of
which are incorporated into United States domestic law through Article 6 section 2 of the
US Constitution. Article 2(3) of the UN Charter states: “All Members shall settle their
international disputes by peaceful means in such a manner that international peace and
security, and justice, are not endangered.” Likewise, Article 2(4) states that all members
shall refrain “from the threat or use of force against the territorial integrity or political
independence of any state.” Finally, Article 19 of the OAS Charter states that no state has
“the right to intervene, directly or indirectly, for any reason whatsoever, in the internal or
external affairs of any other State... [prohibiting] not only armed force but also any other
form of interference or attempted threat against the personality of the State or against its
political, economic and cultural elements.”

Due to the foregoing, as members of the international legal community, we
DEMAND the following and call upon the State Department to:

3 Remarks by President Trump, Press Briefing, April 1, 2020.
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/remarks-president-trump-vice-president-pence-
members-coronavirus-task-force-press-briefing-16/



e RE-EXAMINE the United States government’s recent deployment of military force
in the Latin American region.

e CEASE all forms of United States interventionism in Latin America and halt any
further mobilization of armed forces in the region.

e RESPECT the national sovereignty of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela and
that of the Republic of Colombia.

While Colombia may be cooperating with the United States in facilitating military
mobilization in the region, despite this, Venezuela has offered its neighboring country two
machines for COVID-19 testing. The world needs global solidarity, not war. We must act
in accordance with the principles of law that we, as a nation, hold in the highest regard.

Sincerely,

National Lawyers Guild (NLG)

International Association of Democratic Lawyers (IADL)

American Association of Jurists (AAJ)

Colectivo de Abogados "José Alvear Restrepo" (CAJAR)

Corporacion Solidaridad Juridica

Fundacion Lazos de Dignidad

Comité Permanente para la Defensa de Los Derechos Humanos, CPDH, Colombia

Colectivo por la paz en Colombia desde México, ColPaz

Foro Internacional de Victimas del Conflicto Armado Colombiano, Capitulo Venezuela

Movimiento Internacional de Jovenes Musulmanes por la Paz, Colombia.

Venezuelan Association of Jurists

African Bar Association

Confederation of Lawyers of Asia and the Pacific (COLAP)

ELDH, European Association of Lawyers for Democracy & World Human Rights

Haldane Society of Socialist Lawyers

Brazilian Association of Jurists for Democracy

Asociacion Nacional de Abogados Democraticos, ANAD de México

Rama Costarricense de AAJ

Justicia para la Naturaleza

Corporacion de Abogados Indigenas de Panama

CHD (Progressive Lawyers Association - Turkey)

NADEL (National Association of Democratic Lawyers of South Africa)

Ukrainian Association of Democratic Lawyers

Portuguese Association of Democratic Lawyers

Italian Democratic Jurists

Hellenic Union of Progressive Lawyers

National Union of Peoples’ Lawyers (NUPL) of the Philippines

Alerta Temprana Red (AT-R):
{Liga Mexicana por la Defensa de los Derechos Humanos A.C. (LIMEDDH); Liga
Mexicana por la Defensa de los Derechos Humanos, A.C. Filial Oaxaca
(LIMEDDH-Oax); Asociacion de Familiares de Detenidos Desaparecidos y Victi-



mas de Violaciones a los Derechos Humanos en México (AFADEM FEDEFAM);
Red Universitaria de Monitores de Derechos Humanos (RUMODH); Asociacién de
Derechos Humanos del Estado de México (ADHEM); Fundacion Diego Lucero,
A.C. (FDL); Foro Permanente de Mujeres Iztacalco, A.C. (FPM-1); Consejo Feder-
al Ejecutivo Nacional e Internacional del Frente Mexicano Pro Derechos Humanos,
A.C. (FREMEXDEHU); Asociacién Nacional de Abogados Democraticos, A.C.
(ANAD); Comité de Familiares de Personas Desaparecidas en Mexico, Alzando
Voces, (COFADDEM); Centro de Estudios para los Derechos Humanos y la Justi-
cia Ambiental "YURENI", A.C. (CEPDHJA); Actuar Familiares contra la Tortura,
(AFT); Centro de Derechos Humanos Coordinadora 28 de Mayo, A.C. (CDH C-28
M); Centro de Derechos Humanos “Antonio Esteban”, A.C. (CDHAE); Asociacion
Canadiense por el Derecho y la Verdad (ENVERO); Frente Mexiquense en Defensa
para una Vivienda Digna, A.C. (FMDVD); (CDHBDO); Red Solidaria Década con-
tra la Impunidad, A.C. (RSDI); Centro de Derechos Humanos Ku'untik (CDHK);
Asociacion Mexicana de Abogados del Pueblo (AMAP); Asamblea Vecinal Nos
Queremos Vivas Neza (AVNQVN); Comité de Defensa de Derechos Humanos
“Cholollan” (CDHC); Mujeres Guerrerenses por la Democracia, A.C. (MGD);
Aliadas por la Justicia, A.C. (AxJ); Desarrollo Humano Internacional, A.C. (DHI);
Comunidad Raiz Zubia, A.C. (CRZ); Zihuame Xotlametzin, A.C. (ZX); Asociacion
Guerrerense Contra la Violencia Hacia las Mujeres, A.C. (AGCVIM, A.C.)}
Observatorio de Derechos Humanos de los Pueblos
{Integrantes del Consejo Consultivo: Argentina Adolfo Pérez Esquivel Premio
Nobel de la Paz, Stella Calloni Corresponsal de la Jornada en Buenos Aires;
Colombia Dra. Piedad Esneda Cérdoba Ruiz Senadora y Defensora de Derechos
Humanos y Coordinadora Internacional del Observatorio de Derechos Humanos de
los Pueblos. Vocera de colombianas y colombianos por la Paz, Camilo Gonzélez
Posso Presidente de INDEPAZ, Dr. Mario Hernandez Alvarez Coordinador
Doctorado Interfacultades en Salud Publica Universidad Nacional de Colombia;
Espafia Ana Andrés Ablanedo Defensora de Derechos Humanos de Soldepaz
Pachakuti, Ricardo Sanchez Andrés miembro de la junta de la (ACP) Asociacion
Catalana por la Paz — miembro de la Asamblea de Internacional de (Comunistes de
Catalunya) y miembro permanente del consejo de Solidaridad de la Ciudad de
Manresa, Maria Victoria Fernandez Molina Candidata a Doctora en Derechos
Humanos, Estados Unidos James Patrick Jordan Coordinador Nacional de la
Alianza por la Justicia Global y NasimChatha Activista de la Alianza por la Justicia
Global e integrantes del Observatorio de Derechos Humanos de los Pueblos
capitulo Estados Unidos; Suiza José Manuel Gonzélez Lopez y Gerardo Romero
Luna de la Red Latinoamericana de Zurich integrantes del Observatorio de
Derechos Humanos de los Pueblos capitulo Suiza; Venezuela Héctor Orlando
Zambrano Diputado de la Asamblea Nacional del Poder Popular de la Republica
Bolivariana de Venezuela y Miembro de la Coordinacion Nacional de la Corriente
Revolucionaria Bolivar y Zamora, Nieves Hugo Alberto Integrante de la Comision
Politica de la Corriente Revolucionaria Bolivar y Zamora — CRBZ, Indhira
Libertad Rodriguez Red de Colectivos La Arafia Feminista, José Miguel Gémez
Garcia Movimiento Internacional de la Economia de los Trabajadores; Ecuador
Abg. Franklin Columba Cuji Dirigente Nacional y Coordinador de Asuntos
Politicos del FENOCIN; Bolivia Rodolfo Machaca Yupanqui Strio. General de



Confederacion Sindical Unica De Trabajadores Campesinos de Bolivia (CSUTCB);
Palestina Jamal Juma Coordinador STOP The WALL; Guatemala Ana Laura Rojas
Padgett Red de Integracidon Orgéanica - RIO - por la Defensa de la Madre Tierray
los Derechos Humanos; Uruguay Anahit Aharonian Kharputlian Ingeniera
Agronoma y Docente Comision Multisectorial de Uruguay; Panama Ligia Arreaga
Integrante de la Alianza por un mejor Darién — AMEDAR; Brasil Gizele Martins do
Movimiento de Favelas do Rio de Janeiro; Perd Carlos Romainville Vasquez
Coordinador General del Movimiento Alfa y Omega; Uruguay Anahit Aharonian
Kharputlian Ingeniera Agronoma y Docente Comision Multisectorial de Uruguay;
México Eduardo Correa Senior Profesor de la Universidad Autonoma de la Ciudad
de México — UACM, Dr. José Enrique Gonzéalez Ruiz Profesor de la Universidad
Nacional Autonoma de México — UNAM, Dr. José Rafael Grijalva Eternod Doctor
en Derechos Humanos, Dr. Felix Hoyo Arana Profesor de la Universidad
Auténoma de Chapingo; Dr. John Mill Ackerman Rose, Daniela Gonzalez Lopez
Coordinadora Internacional del Observatorio de Derechos Humanos de los
Pueblos, Soledad Ortiz Vasquez CODEP — CODEM, Patrocinio Martinez Lopez
CODEP - CODEM, Claudia Tapia Nolasco CODEP — CODEM, Artemio Ortiz
Hurtado CEND — SNTE, Sergio Espinal CEND — SNTE; Prof. Antonio Castro
Lopez Secretario General del CEND — SNTE, Prof. Miguel Guerra Castillo
Secretario General del CEND — SNTE, Prof. Alejandro Trujillo Gonzélez,
Secretario General del CEND - SNTE, Prof. Eugenio Rodriguez Cornejo CEND —
SNTE, Prof. Jerdnimo Sanchez Saenz CEND — SNTE, Roberto Palma Juarez ONPP
— Morelos, Leopoldo de Gyves de la Cruz COCEI — ML, Arquitecto José Marquez
Pérez Presidente del Patronato Pro Defensa y Conservacion del Patrimonio
Cultural y Natural de Oaxaca PRO — OAX y Lic. Hugo Aguilar Promotor y
Defensor de Derechos Indigenas, Arturo Diaz Gonzalez OPEZ — FOSICH.
Organizaciones integrantes : Observatorio de Derechos Humanos de los Pueblos;
Soldepaz — Pachakuti de Espafia; Red Latinoamericana de Zurich de Suiza; Alianza
por la Justicia Global, SOA Watch — Observatorio por el Cierre de las Escuela de
la Americas de Estados Unidos; Red de Colectivos La Arafia Feminista de
Venezuela, Corriente Revolucionaria Bolivar y Zamora de Venezuela, Movimiento
Internacional de la Economia de los Trabajadores de Venezuela; Red de
Integracion Organica — Rio — Por la Defensa de la Madre Tierra y los Derechos
Humanos de Guatemala; Comisién Multisectorial del Uruguay; Confederacion
Nacional de Organizaciones Campesinas, Indigenas y Negras (FENOCIN) de
Ecuador; Confederacion Sindical Unica De Trabajadores Campesinos de Bolivia
(CSUTCB); Alianza por un mejor Darién — AMEDAR de Panama; Movimiento Alfa
y Omega de Per(; Observatorio de Derechos Humanos de los Pueblos capitulo
Estados Unidos y Suiza; Movimiento de Favelas de Rio Janeiro de Brasil, Campafia
Popular Palestina contra el Muro de Apartheid (Stop the Wall) Palestina, Unién
Palestina Campesina (Palestinian Farmers Union), Coalicién de la Defensa de la
Tierra Palestina, Tala at- Movimiento Politico Feminista Palestino; Movimiento
Nacional del Poder Popular — México (MNPP); Movimiento Nacional del Poder
Popular Zacatecas (MNPP — Zacatecas); Movimiento del Magisterio Democratico
Nacional, Comité Ejecutivo Nacional Democratico del Sindicato Nacional de
Trabajadores de la Educacion en Lucha (CEND del SNTE en Lucha); Frente de
Pueblos en Defensa de la Tierra en San Salvador Atenco (FPDT-Atenco); Consejo



de Defensa de los Derechos del Pueblo — Comité de Defensa de la Mujer (CODEP
— CODEM); Comite de Defensa de los Derechos del Pueblo (CODEP -
MORELQOS); Contingentes del Comité Ejecutivo Nacional Democratico del SNTE
en Lucha (CEND SNTE en Lucha), Congreso Nacional de Bases, Movimiento del
Magisterio Democratico Nacional: Seccion 111 de Baja California Sur; Seccion V
de Campeche; Seccion X de la Ciudad de México; Seccion XI1'y XLV de
Guanajuato; Seccion X1V de Guerrero; Seccion XV de Hidalgo; Movimiento
Magisterial Jalisciense, Secciones XVI'y XLVII de Jalisco; Seccion XVIII de
Michoacan; Movimiento Magisterial de Bases, Seccion XIX de Morelos; Consejo
Democratico Magisterial Poblano, Secciones XXII1'y LI de Puebla; Movimiento
Magisterial de Bases de Querétaro, Seccion XXIV de Querétaro; Bases
Magisteriales Democraticas de Quintana Roo, Seccién XXV de Q. Roo; Bases
Magisteriales de Tabasco, Seccion XXIX de Tabasco, Trabajadores del Colegio de
Bachilleres de Tabasco; Comité Estatal Democratico, Seccion XXXIl'y LVI de
Veracruz; Seccion XXXVI del Valle de México; Consejo Nacional de
Sistematizacion; Escuelas Integrales de Educacion Basica de Michoacan; Colectivo
Pedagogico “Francisco Javier Acufia Hernandez”; Promotora del Poder Popular
de Michoacén; Caja Popular de Ahorro “Emiliano Zapata’’; Colectivo de Estudios
“Ricardo Flores Magon™; Movimiento de Unidad Social por un Gobierno del
Pueblo (MUSOC-GP) Michoacéan); Coalicion de Jubilados y Pensionados “Elpidio
Dominguez Castro’; Talleres Comunitarios del Municipio de Nezahualcoyotl,
estado de México; Barzon Federacion: Estado de México, Querétaro, Morelos,
Veracruz, Guerrero y Distrito Federal; Organizacién Nacional del Poder Popular
(ONPP); Organizacion Nacional del Poder Popular de Morelos (ONPP-
MORELOS); Organizacion Nacional del Poder Popular del D. F.; Asamblea
Permanente de los Pueblos de Morelos, Instituto Mexicano de Desarrollo
Comunitario (IMDEC); Centro de Atencién en Derechos Humanos a la Mujer y el
Menor Indigena (CADHMMI); Centro Regional Indigena en Derechos Humanos
“Nuu-Savi”’ (CERIDH); Movimiento Urbano Popular (MUP); Colectivo de
Mejoramiento Barrial de la Ciudad de México — Centro Cultural Las Jarillas; Los
Solidarios de la Voz del Amate de Chiapas; Colectiva Casa Gandhi de Chiapas;
Red de Migrantes — Red Sin Fronteras de Puebla; Comunidad Indigena de San
Francisco Xochicuautla; Organizacion Proletaria Emiliano Zapata — Frente de
Organizaciones Sociales de Chiapas (OPEZ — FOSICH); Comité de Defensa de los
Derechos del Pueblo de Morelos CODEP — MORELOS, y Colectivo Reexistencia
Creativa.}

National Lawyers Guild International Committee
Colombia Subcommittee, International Committee, NLG

Individual signatories:

Eduardo Ibanez, Planton por los 43

Emilio Alvarez Icaza, senador de la Republica Mexicana

Evelyn Diirmayer, International Association of Democratic Lawyers representative to the
United Nations, Vienna

Lorena Villavicencio, Diputada Federal al Congreso de México

Martha Tagle, Diputada Federal al Congreso de México



Porfirio Mufioz Ledo, diputado al Congreso de la Unién de México y Ex embajador de
Meéxico en la ONU
Veronica Judrez Pifa, diputada Federal al Congreso de México

CC:

Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights
United Nations High Commissioner, Ms. Michelle Bachelet Jeria

United Nations Human Rights Committee
Mr. Ahmed Amin Fathalla, Chair

Sr. Ivan Duque, Presidente de la Republica de Colombia

Comision de Derechos Humanos, Senado de la Republica de Colombia
Senador Gustavo Petro

Senador Ivan Cepeda Castro

Senador Alexander Lopez Maya

Senador Jorge Enrique Robledo

Senador Pablo Catatumbo

Nancy Pelosi, Speaker of the House
Rep. Eliot L. Engel, Chair House Committee on Foreign Affairs



