2009 INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE WINTER RETREAT AGENDA

Los Angeles Chapter NLG Offices, 8124 West 3rd Street (Third & S. Kilkea), Suite 101

FRIDAY, FEB 20

4:00-6:00 
Pre-conference Gathering:  informal discussion of the needs of the committee and weekend goals


Sheddy’s Beer & Wine Bar, 361 S. Fairfax Ave (323) 651-1442


(Third & S. Fairfax)  (0.5 miles east of the Peace Center)

SATURDAY, FEB 21

8:00-8:30

Coffee & Bagels – Get on your own and bring to Peace Center

The Coffee Bean & Tea Leaf, 3rd & La Cienega, 300 S. La Cienega, 0.39 miles east of the Peace Center.

8:30-9:00

Introductions & Check - what you do, why are you here

9:00-10:15

Group Assessment – Self-Evaluating the International Commttee




Facilitators:  Thom Cincotta, David Gespass, and others



a.  What are our successes from 2008 and before & why

b. Share Visions and Goals of the Committee

c. Role of the Subcommittees Chairs

d. Developmental needs for projects / subcommittees

Exercise: Break into groups of three.  Identify three problems of the committee and propose three solutions

10:15-10:30
Break

10:30-12:00
Technology and Effective Organizing




Facilitator:  Eric Sirotkin




a.  Building your project work:  creative outreach ideas




b.  Substance & organizing / Making it Stick




c.  Media & Communications for the committee 





- newsletter template





- podcasts





- targets of our campaigns (gov’t, bar, allies, ngo’s – identify)





- nlg international webpage





- conference calls

12:00-1:00

Lunch (Ordering In) - Human Rights Organizing Brainstorm




Presentation by Nikhil Shah, Lawyers Without Borders




Facilitators:  Susan Scott (ESCRI Toolkit)

1:00-2:30
Building the Committee – Student Outreach, Developing Leadership, Recruiting New Members (in and outside Guild)




Facilitator:  Eric Sirotkin

Discuss current projects and how we can involve students, build new leadership  (Korean Peace, Gaza, Agent Orange, Africa)

2:30-2:45

Break

2:45-3:30
IADL Congress in Hanoi – How to effectively promote and do outreach around the issues and topics raised in Hanoi, before and after.  Facilitator:  Steven Goldberg
3:30-5:00
Accountability for Human Rights Violators – Litigation, International Organizing, and the Alien Tort Claims Act

Presenter:  Bert Voorhees, Bowoto v. Chevron (Chevron’s  alleged killing, torturing, and injuring Nigerians citizens in conjunction with their oil production activities in the Niger Delta).

5:00-7:00
Dinner – Order in from Natura Pan Mediterranean, 8250 West Third Feet (323) 655-5551 or local Thai or Indian  (we will pass the hat at lunch)

7:00-end
“The Invasion of Gaza:  What Does International Law Have to Do With It”

Jeanne Mirer, secretary general of the IADL

Marjorie Cohn, Guild president and professor of international law Radhika Sainath, NLG Delegation to Gaza, Co-editor of Peace Under Fire: Israel, Palestine and the International Solidarity Movement
Reem Salahi, NLG Delegation to Gaza

This is a unique opportunity to explore both the legal issues raised by the invasion, the real consequences to the people of Gaza with people who know, how we can organize and move the struggle forward here in the United States.

SUNDAY, FEB 22
9:00-10:30

Implementation of the Effective Organizing Ideas

10:30-10:45
Break

10:45-12:00
Committee Structure and Future Role of the IC



- including budget review, inactive subcommittees

12:00-1:00

Delegations

· how to build them

· funding

· low-income and student participation

· process for organizing

