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Political Alternatives Workshop 
There is no doubt that opposition movements contributed in spreading a more human political culture and impeding the monstrous crawl but could not stop it nor seems able to deter it unless opposition forces contribute to the reconstruction process. The globalized changes have gone too far and the world will probably never be as it was before neo-liberalism, despite the hopes of the many protesting forces, the few opposing ones and the anti-globalization advocates.

Today, it is possible to counter the military globalization as well as the globalization of stock markets and multinationals’ interests, the world transformation into a selling and profitable good and the violation of vulnerable countries’ sovereignty by substituting it with a higher alternative globalization that preserves intellectual, cultural, religious and ethnical diversity… It will also protect natural and vested rights of individuals and communities as well as the social and national rights and sovereignty of weak countries. All intellectual and practical data show that the sovereignty of these countries is subjected to external and internal fanatic threats, unless they relinquish voluntarily some of this sovereignty in favor of a joint sovereignty to create a regional union; this has been done by the European Union and is being implemented by South American countries.

This workshop discusses the issues of creating a regional union in the light of the Arab League failure in achieving any practical step towards a regional integration and the success stories of other regional groups. It also discusses political alternatives for the new Middle-East project, the Union for the Mediterranean and the South American Free Trade Area in light of experiences and lessons learned. The workshop is divided into the following axes:

1. The European Union, a deficient experience or one that could be emulated?

The European Union was built on the basis of a voluntary relinquish of sovereignty by each country in favor of a joint sovereignty represented by the European Commission. The Union has nonetheless maintained each country’s sovereignty within the European Council and the European peoples’ representation within the European Parliament. Antagonists believe that this experience is still incomplete on many levels, including the European Parliament authority, the popular representation and the adoption by the European Commission of neoliberal policies that violate Europeans rights as well as others with whom the European Union had built free trade partnerships and is working today on establishing “the Union for the Mediterranean” which legitimizes Palestinian colonization and the return of colonialism in the Arab region. 

This axis discusses European Union mechanisms, internal and external policies and the methods to rectify them.

2. In South America: FTAA or regional integration?

South America has been the “USA backyard” for a long time; the countries are still suffering from the consequences of racial and ethnical differences and the wide gap between indigenous peoples and white minorities. They also suffer from differences and conflicts between countries’ interests. These populations, as other vulnerable populations, suffer from the devastating effects of market and free trade (FTAA) sovereignty in agreements with the United States and the European Union.

Despite all these risks, they have succeeded in laying the ground for regional integration and reconstruction; they are still at the early stages of progressing towards a Southern political union which will protect each country’s interests and rights as well as the joint rights.

This axis discusses this experience while trying to benefit from the lesson drawn to build an Arab-Islamic regional union.

3. A new Middle-East or another Arab-Islamic Middle-East?

The new Middle-East is nothing but wars and occupations, military actions and oppression, rising of ethnical, racial and sectarian extremism, the breakdown of countries and the corruption of the political clout, increasing misery and hunger… “a constructive chaos”. This project was weakened by the resistance in Lebanon, Iraq and Afghanistan and the perseverance of some countries; however, political void attracts control. This project was weakened but is not dead, it can be revived with new leaders.

This axis discusses the necessity of filling the political gap between the people and the states in the “Arab-Islamic Middle-East”, the failure of the Arab League and the Organization of the Islamic Conference and the first steps towards filling the gap.

4. Towards equal partnerships between the Arab world, Europe and South America.

Europe, the Arab world and South America are united by a long history of oppression. The neoliberal changes, which occurred two decades ago, led to unfair and unequal “Euro-Mediterranean” and “Euro-South” partnerships – in favor of the EU. In this context, the “Union for the Mediterranean” project was created, without hiding its creator’s ambitions to reinstall colonialism and reinforce the support and protection of Israel. 

This axis discusses ways of establishing an equal partnership between the Arab world and South America, as well as alternatives for the “Union for the Mediterranean” project.
